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MANHATTAN, Il — It's

free fertilizer that provides corn

a slow-release source of nitro-
gen while increasing yields and
also holding in moisture in
times of drought.

So if this is so great, why
aren’t people standing in line
for it?

They are.

Biosolids, the topsoil-tex-
tured product that is the prod-
uct of sewage treatment plants
and water reclamation districts,
was the subject of a demonstra-
tion conducted recently by the
Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago, the Wil/South Cook
Soil and Water Conservation
Diatrict and Synagro, a
Houston, T Lased cagidinl

management company with
offices in Sugar Grove, Ill,, that
processes the sludge into
biosolids and then delivers it to
farmers.

The field day was conducted
to answer questions and give
information and to clear up any
misconceptions that the public
may have about this home-
grown fertilizer.

“There are a lot of miscon-
ceptions about the biosolids
industry,” Randy Goldman,
technical services director for
Synagro, said.

“So public relations is a big
part of it. It's generally pretty
easy to find a farmer relatively
close who's willing to take the
material.”

In fact, it's so easy that there
is a waiting list to take the
biosolids that Synagro handles.
Application is made in the
spring, fall and, for wheat farm-
ers, after the wheat is harvest-
ed.

"We have interest in the
material coming from four and
five ties away,” Gold

Lakhwinder Hundal, soil scientist for the Metropalitan.
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago,
describes the use of biosolids as a fertilizer on corn

used to fertilize golf courses and
high school athletic fields.

“It's free to the farmers,”
Goldman said. “Everything we
do for the farmers, including
soil testing, the delivery, the
application - and we do the
incorporation — and that's free
to the farmers. We get paid by
the treatment plant to remove
the material.”

“The purpose of this demon-
stration is a show and tell, basi-
cal.ly, Lakhwinder Hundal soil
ist for the water reclama-

said.

“One of the misconceptions is
that well, you're just looking for
a place to dump this. That
couldn’t be further from the
truth. We actually bave waiting
lists of farmers who want this
material.”

The material also has been

tion district, eaid.

“The purpose here is for the
farmers and the community to
come out and see what is really
going on with local biosolids on
a local farm.”

Farmer Don Nugent, whe
farma the test plots and who
has been using biosolids for

about six years, said he was
very willing to show off the
results of biosolids.

Nugent raised wheat and
was approached by a represen-
tative of Synagro who asked if
he wanted to try out the free
fertilizer.

“I didn't know anything
about it at the time,” he said.
“He told me about the program.
The next year I started using
the biosolids and it's been great
for the crops.”

“I'd say it saves me about
$100 an acre in fertilizer costs,”
Nugent, who farms a total of
10,000 acres, said. *Yields have
gone up. For the first year, 1 had
my best corn with biosolids. As
we've used it more and more,
yields have kept going up.”

The district has been study-
ing the soil, water and plant
results at the plots since 2004.

That includes studying lev-
els of various nutrients in the
soil over time, monitoring runoff
with lysimeters and also testing
for the presence of any heavy
metals that may be present.

Hundal said the danger of
buildup of heavy metals has
been addressed by Clean Water

" Act rules that limit what indus-

tries can release into the sewer
system.

In addition, the water recia-
mation district has its own
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fields as farmers Sue and Don Nugent listen. The
Nugent farm in Wit County. is the site of test plots that
the district uses to demonstrate the use of biosolids.

industrial waste control divi-
sion that polices discharge into
the sewer system from indus-
tries within the district.

Another goal of the test plots
is to test how biosolids perform
against commercial mtrugen
fertilizer,

“The goal is to compare com-
mercial fertilizer applications
with biosolids,” Lakhwinder
Hundal, soil scientist for the
water reclamation district, said.

Hundal said the final prod-
uct is comparable to compost in
texture and in what it provides
for the plants.

“The biosolids plot is likely to
give you better yields (in a dry
year) because of its high organ-
ic matter content,” Hundal said.

“Whenever there is high
organic matter content, if there
is any rainfall, it's going to keep
it rather than the rain percolat-

ing through that root zone. It's

like a t. That's what

“Another goal is to pare
yield results. The goal here is to
maximize farmers' benefit from
biosolids but not at the expense
of the'environment.”

The process that brings
sewer sludge to the biosolid
form that is incorporated into
farm fields starts at least a year
and a half before the material is
brought to the field.

The water reclamation dis-
trict puts wastewater through a
series of screenings, treatment
with microorganisms and mul-
tiple processes that kill any dis-
ease-causing organisms and
reduce odor of the biosolids,

The biosolids are stored in

lagoons for a minimum of 18
months and then the biosolids

ing.

That process brings the
biosolids to the topsoil-form
that is spread on the fields.

Biosolids in the form that is incorporated into farm fields
are displayed. The material, also called centrifuge cake,
undergoes at least a year and a half of processing. It
arrives at fields In a form similar to compost.
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farmers want, to build up the
organic matter content.”

In the Will County ares,
Hundal said the application

rate of biosolids is about 40 tons
per acre, based on a corn yield
rate of 180 to 190 bushels per
acre,

On the Will County farm,
Hundal said the yields on the
plots using biosolids have aver-
aged 200 bushels per acre.

While producers must be
granted EPA permits before

"applying biosolids on any crops

direct for immediate human
consumption, there are no
restrictions on the use of
biosolids for grain crops. The
Illinois EPA does have setback
requirements.

Nugent said the only issue
his neighbors have really had
with the fertilizer is the dust
kicked up by the trucks bring-
ing the fertilizer to the fields.

“Some people see it sitting in
the fields and they realize what
it is and they think it's danger-
ous,” he said. “But once the
Synagro representative talks to
them, they’re usually fine with
it”

Education is an important
part of using biosolids, a
Natural Resources
Conservation Service official
agreed.

“I would hope that farmers
and decision-makers for munic-
ipalities would take the time to
come out and get educated,” Bob
Jankowski, district conserva-
tionist for the Will/South Cook
NRCS. “I think it's an education
process.”

Jankoweki said that local
NRCS offices can offer assis-
tance to producsrs who are
thinking about using biosolids
on cropland.

For more information on the
biosolids program at the
Metropolitan Water
Reclamation Dist.rict of Greater
Chicago,
www.mwrdge. dat.xl us.

For information on the avail-
ability of biosolids, contact
Randy Goldman at Synagro at
(630) 466-7892 or visit
WWW.BYNagro.com.
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T 380 4W0, 710/42 metrics
TG 305 MFD, duals, front & rear, Dema.

‘98 N‘H “70 IWD, duals, 1750 hrs,, nice

JUST TRADED

Grasshopper 720K, 61" deck, 80 hva
Ford 515 wiloader

Massey #50 gas, nice .
Cab 134 wimower. .

1750 Tb. rated skid, sharp, 800 brs. .

“oeret U NEW TRACTORS - SUPER PROGRAMS

USED.TRACTORS -

'00 NH 8970 MFD, superstes, 19,4x46" dunls, 2000 ivs., Nice ..
'99 NH 8870 MFD, 18.4x42" duals, 3200 hvs., one owner
NH TN 76, MFD, utiity, 1375 hes., new loader, P, no cab .
‘97 NH 77408, MFD, Idr, one owner, 85 HP, na cab, 2000 s,

'USED9WD TRACTORS -

NH 9484, 2000 hr&, 325 hp, ke new. . ...
02 1J460, 450 HP, 710/42 Metric duals, PS, diff. lock, farmer-awned,

Caterpillar B5C Challenger, PTO, newer bells, 5100 hvs,, clean
C IH 8130, 4WO, row crop, no PTO, B500 brs. ..........cvveinne

+'OTHER TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT:

'35 NH 1920 compact, 2WO, nics, 500 tws. ., ..
Cat 931 crawlerdosder.................

Kubota L200 diesel, 60" mower, nice older unit, .

'03 NH LS 180 skid kdr., 2 spd., 630 Ivs,, cab dnd heat, NH largest skid...... $26,600
NH X885, 2 speed, weights, 3200 hvs. ...

‘04 NH LS 170 skid kdr., high flow, cab and heat, hyd. buchet disconnec, new lires, ...
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New Landoll 2210 disk rippers, 5-8-7 & 9 |hcnlu

. SPECIAL PRICE

... $123,000
‘02 NH T)375, 710/42 metric duals, 1500 hve., 24 spd., rem. wis,, {armer owned

.. $116,500

.. $17,500
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