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Protecting Our Water Environment

      
  
              

    

            
Established in 1889, the MWRD is an award-winning, special purpose government agency responsible for treating wastewater and managing stormwater in Cook County, Illinois. We strive to be a responsive neighbor that engages with the public on several critical water-related issues that improve the quality of life for all.





      

        

				
	
					
									



				

  				

  

			
			
							

      President's Annual Message - 2023

  

										    



      
      


  

    
    
        Dec 07, 2023
    
  

									

    

            
Overview of  MWRD achievements in stormwater management, wastewater treatment, climate change accountability, and fiscal responsibility. 

      

					




							

					
									



				

  				

  

			
			
							

      Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
  

															

    

            
The Freedom of Information Act provides the public access to a government agency's records.

      

					




							

					
									



				

  				

  

			
			
							

      Overflow Action
  

															

    

            
You can help reduce basement backups and flooding by conserving water before, during and after rainstorms.

      

					




							

					
									



				

  				

  

			
			
							

      Procurement and Materials Management
  

															

    

            
The Procurement and Materials Management Department issues many contracts during the year to purchase a wide range of materials, services and equipment for MWRD. 

      

					




							

			

  

  




              
  

  



  
    
    
    
      
      	
	
	

	
					

  

      


			

	
					

      MWRD Strategic Plan 2021 – 2025
  

							

            The MWRD's 2021 – 2025 Strategic Plan was developed by a multi-functional team of MWRD personnel and outside consultants to identify the strategic goals, strategies, and initiatives for the next five years.

 

See the MWRD Strategic Plan



      
			



    


    




              
  

  



  
    
    
    
      
      	
	
	

	
					

  

      


			

	
							

            Join our team! 

We are accepting applications now for a wide range of job categories. 


Find out more



      
			



    


    




              
  

  



  
    
    
  
          

      

            
You can help prevent flooding and protect water quality!

      
  
              

    


        
								
	
					
									
	
	


			

  				

  

			
		



				
							

      Native Landscaping

  

															

    Native landscaping can help reduce flooding, protect water quality and provide habitat for wildlife. 


					






							

					
									
	
	


			

  				

  

			
		



				
							

      Rain Barrels

  

															

    We have rain barrels for sale for a low price, delivery included. Rain barrels capture rainwater from your roof and save it for later use. 


					






							

					
									
	
	


			

  				

  

			
		



				
							

      Green Infrastructure

  

															

    Capturing stormwater where it falls through natural systems and permeable surfaces.


					






							

					
									
	
	


			

  				

  

			
		



				
							

      Medication Disposal

  

															

    When not disposed of properly, pharmaceuticals can end up in waterways. You can help keep pharmaceuticals from entering our waterways by disposing of unwanted medicine properly at the locations listed on this page. 


					






							

			


  

  




              
  

  



  
    
    
  
          

      

            
Videos

      
  
              

    


        


			
						    				

    
    
      

  

      


    

    
      

      Join Our Team
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      Addison Creek Reservoir
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      “Three Sisters on Top of the Water: President Kari Steele and Commissioners Brady-Davis and Brown,” South Side Drive Magazine

  

										    



      
      


  

    
    
        March 12, 2024
    
  

									

    

            
MWRD President, Commissioners are highlighted in honor of Woman’s History Month

      

					






    

	

				
							

      MWRD Board of Commissioners to meet Thursday, March 7 at 10:30 a.m.

  

										    



      
      


  

    
    
        March 6, 2024
    
  

									

    

            
Board meetings are open to the public and can be streamed online.

      

					






    

	

				
							

      MWRD Commissioners, staff take the plunge for Special Olympics Chicago

  

										    



      
      


  

    
    
        March 5, 2024
    
  

									

    

            
MWRD Board of Commissioners take part in the Special Olympics Chicago Polar Plunge event. 

      

					






    

	

				
							

      Local, federal partners join MWRD to tour flood control project for Farmers and Prairie Creeks 
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The Flood Control Project on Farmers and Prairie Creeks can potentially reduce flooding for more than 100 structures.
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      La Grange Park
  

															

    With support from the MWRD the village of La Grange Park converted three intersections along Monroe Avenue into permeable surfaces. The project reduces the load on the sewer system and will complement plans to separate additional sewer systems to divert water to nearby Salt Creek.


					






    

	

				
							

      UIC Green Infrastructure Project
  

															

    The MWRD’s green infrastructure project at Arthington Mall Plaza at the University of Illinois at Chicago features 37,000 square feet of permeable pavement, new seating, native plants and rain gardens.


					






    

	

				
							

      Mount Prospect Stormwater Projects
  

															

    The MWRD worked with the village of Mount Prospect to transform two beautiful park spaces that can now accommodate more stormwater and protect the community from flooding, while also giving the residents a place to gather and play. 


					






    

	

				
							

      Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (TARP)
  

															

    The Tunnel and Reservoir Plan is a system of deep, large diameter tunnels and vast reservoir designed to reduce flooding, improve water quality in Chicago area waterways and protect Lake Michigan from pollution caused by sewer overflows. 
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        100 E. Erie St., Chicago, IL 60611
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      HACIA Presents: How to Do Business with the MWRD Workshop
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        650 W. Lake St., Chicago, IL 60661
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        Thursday, March 21, 2024
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      MWRD Women's History Month Lunch and Learn event
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  Join Our Community

Follow us on social media for historical photos and a firsthand view of our work to reduce flooding and protect water quality.
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  Stay Informed

Sign Up for our email list

Keep up to date with the latest news
and resources related to the MWRD.

Read our monthly newsletter
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