
Welcome to the August 
Edition of the 2023 M&R 

Seminar Series



NOTES FOR SEMINAR ATTENDEES

• Remote attendees’ audio lines have been muted to minimize background noise.  

For attendees in the auditorium, please silence your phones.  

• A question and answer session will follow the presentation.

• For remote attendees, Please use the “Chat” feature to ask a question via text to 

“Host”. For attendees in the auditorium, please raise your hand and wait for the 

microphone to ask a verbal question. 

• The presentation slides will be posted on the MWRD website after the seminar.

• This seminar has been approved by the ISPE for one PDH and approved by the 

IEPA for one TCH. Certificates will only be issued to participants who attend the 

entire presentation.
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“In addition, Southern Californians are flood resistant now because of those storms in 1938-39, 

which led to all the major rivers here being concreted. 

So, we're largely immunized against these kinds of catastrophic flooding events now.”
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The arrival of the ’Unprecedented’

Image: The Globe and Mail

Tropical Storm Hilary and Southern California
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The arrival of the ’Unprecedented’
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The arrival of the ’Unprecedenteds’

Glacier Lake Outburst in Alaska, August 2023

Image: ABC News
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Flash Floods in Spain in July 2023

A Freak Storm
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Never Seen This Before

Air pollution in NY and Chicago , June 2023

Image: Getty
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The Irony of the Missing Sense of Urgency



The Irony of the Missing Sense of Urgency
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The ‘Historic’ Visits Chicago



Environmental Burden in Chicago



18

How did urban areas get the resiliency aspect in 

planning so wrong in the past two centuries?



1833 Chicago grid 

was laid out with 

exceptions for 

important Native 

American trails and 

villages. 

“The interstate highway 

system, it’s mostly old 

Indian trails” 

The Indians marked the 

way, and we just follow, 

with the railroads and 

roadways. 

They created the 

blueprint for Chicago.”

Historian Susan -Sleeper
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Nature’s Metropolis and the Industrial Natures
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Tokyo Ochanomizu Crossing, 1910

Image: University of Tokyo Digital Archives
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Tokyo Ochanomizu Crossing Today



24Image: University of Tokyo Digital Archives

Tokyo Nihonbashi Bridge Kilometer Zero Junction
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Tokyo Nihonbashi Bridge Kilometer Zero Junction
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Nature’s Unboxing Tendencies through Environmental 

Catastrophes

Image: Nature

Pakistan Floods, 2022
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A New Set of Conditions and

Problems 

Old Sets of Regulations and Toolkits
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Rights of Nature 

is on the Rise

“What we did was borrow the rights of nature language and embed it into the land 

easement, so that a landowner could not just restrict use of the property, but actually 

recognize rights for ecosystems within that conservation easement,” 
Env Lawyer Thomas Linzey











How do we Innovate 
and 

Break Down Silos?
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A New Planning Tool is Introduced

Copenhagen Cloudburst Plan
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A New Paradigm: A Corridor vs. a System?

From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA. 2023



Infrastructural Repurposing Strategies 

for Downtown Chicago (2021-2022) 

The Cloudburst Studio Team (UIC)



The Cloudburst Studio of 2022

From our design studio work with grad students at 

UIC CUPPA. 2022



From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA. 2022



From our design studio work with 

grad students at UIC CUPPA. 

2022

Easements and Right of 

Ways
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If we see it as a system, how can we re-link the pieces?
Prototype or Catalyst Design for various contingencies

From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA. 2022



From our design studio work with grad 

students at UIC CUPPA. 2022



The Cloudburst studio of 2022 

built a base knowledge of 

repurposing for flash floods, 

this studio defined new 

adaptation strategies for 

conditions of heat waves, low 

water levels in the river and 

the lake and conditions of re-

greening. 

These require a regional-level 

planning philosophy that will 

trickle down to  local 

implementations in the long-

term phasing.

Our Design and Research work at UIC Urban Planning and Policy 

 is a provocation to reconsider existing systems and to propose 

retrofits.



Phasing is the Critical Tool for Adaptation

Short-Term(1-5yrs)           Medium-Term (5-10yrs)            Long-Term (inter-generational)     

Community Consensus
Public Engagement
Risk planning
Override Planning

Legislative Frameworks
Work Coalitions
Tailored Visions

Socio-ecological 
transformation
Co-Existence paradigm

Image: Studio Gang Memphis River Project



The Missing Link:

Rewilding

"Wildlife species, 

throughout their interaction 

with the environment, are 

the missing link between 

biodiversity and climate. 

This interaction means 

rewilding can be among 

the best nature-based 

climate solutions available 

to humankind."
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023

We Defined this Area as “the C”
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023



New Tools, New Laws 

in the City

From fragmented autonomy to 

shared long-term goal

Property rights, progressive 

taxation, climate land trusts
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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From our design studio work with 

grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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