
Public Leases of MWRD Property
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (“MWRD”) is a local 
government agency responsible for providing wastewater treatment and stormwater 
management services in Cook County. When MWRD-owned property is not currently 
needed for those corporate purposes, the District may make it available for lease, 
including to other governmental entities for public use. 
The MWRD promotes public recreational uses of its property, including parks, trails, 
forest preserves, natural areas, and other open green spaces through nominal fee  
leases. The MWRD Real Estate Section’s website includes a list of properties available  
for lease and an interactive online map. The website is available at the following link:   
https://mwrd.org/real-estate-0 
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Welcome!
This map displays MWRD owned real estate located
along the North Shore, Main, and Calumet-Sag Channels.
Use the legend on the left to learn its current use.

Looking to Lease MWRD Real
Estate?

Whether you're looking for something small or large, we
have several parcels available for lease. Just click on a
yellow parcel to learn more details and to contact us
regarding leasing.

Know what you're looking for? Enter your criteria in the
search feature below. You may click on any row in the
table to center the map to that position. For a larger
zoom, click the Options dropdown on the right, and
select "Center on Selection."

For more information:

View our leasing terms.

For new lease inquiries, please contact:
RealEstateInquiries@mwrd.org or 312-751-5777. Please
include your name, email address, phone number, and
description of your inquiry. In addition, please reference
the MWRD parcel number or address, if available. 

Disclaimer

This map is for informational purposes only. Nothing
contained herein, including the size, shape, and
dimensions of the District's parcels of land, is intended to
be binding on the District.

Currently this app can only be viewed on a PC, Mac, or
iPad/tablet device.Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, NGA, EPA, U…
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Getting Started
1. When you identify an MWRD 

parcel that you are interested in 
leasing, please send an email to 
realestateinquiries@mwrd.org.

2. In your email, identify the MWRD 
parcel and include your name, 
municipality name, proposed use, 
and contact information.

3. After receiving your email, MWRD 
staff will follow up to provide more 
specific site information and to 
explain the next steps in the leasing 
process.

4. MWRD staff can also help schedule 
a site visit.

Leasing Process
• Interested tenant submits a letter of 

intent with proposed use

• MWRD staff reviews the request to 
determine if the parcel is available 
for lease and suitable for the 
proposed use

• Prospective tenants will need to 
provide an ALTA survey of the 
property

• MWRD Board approval is required 
for final approval of the lease

Rent Calculation and  
Other Costs
• Public Recreational Use  

(non-revenue generating):  
Nominal $10.00 fee

• Public Recreational Use  
(revenue generating):  
Annual fee of not less than 6% of 
the appraised fair market value 
of the property (minimum of 
$5,000.00/year) OR an initial $10.00 
fee plus 25% of the net revenue 
generated from the leasehold on an 
annual basis

• Public Non-Recreational Use: 
Annual fee of not less than 6% of 
the appraised fair market value 
of the property (minimum of 
$5,000.00/year)

• All tenants must provide 
Comprehensive General Liability 
Insurance and All Risk Property 
Insurance, including environmental 
coverage, of at least $4,000,000.00.

Green Infrastructure 
Requirement
All new or renewed public leases 
of District property are required to 
incorporate green infrastructure. 

• Preexisting site conditions and 
stormwater management required 
under the District’s Watershed 
Management Ordinance do 
not apply towards this GI lease 
requirement

• The MWRD’s green infrastructure 
form that explains the requirements 
is available at the following link: 
GI Lease Form (mwrd.org)
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Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Green Infrastructure (“GI”) Land-Use Policy Form for Public Leases (Complete All Applicable Sections Fully) 
 1) Lessee’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) Leased Premises: Address: ____________________________________________________________ District Channel Atlas Parcel No.: _________________ 

   Street  City/Township  
Approx. # of acres: ______________  Approx. surface area of impervious surfaces (e.g., paved surfaces, rooftops): __________________ sq. ft. 

 
3) Location of GI:   (check one box) □ on Leased Premises □ off-site □ both 
 
 If off-site, address where GI will be installed: ___________________________________________________________________________-__  -____-__________ 

   
Street   City/Township  Permanent Index Number 

 
4) Volume Control Storage to be Provided: The District’s Comprehensive Land Use Policy requires new or renewed leases to governmental entities to incorporate 

green infrastructure. Please complete the blanks below to demonstrate the Design Retention Capacity (“DRC”) to be provided and maintained over the lease term.  

  
 STEP 1. DETERMINE GROSS REQUIRED DRC: Lessees must provide gross volume control storage equal to the capture of 1-inch of runoff (or .083 feet) 

from impervious surfaces located or to be located on the Leased Premises or 5,000 gallons per leased acre, whichever results in greater retention. 

  

 Leased Premises  Area Multiplier Required DRC (gal) 
Method 1 Total Site (ac)  5000 gal/ac  Method 2 Impervious Surfaces (sq ft)  0.623 gal/sq ft*    

  *This multiplier is equal to the capture of 1-inch of runoff (0.623 gal/sq ft = 1/12 ft x 7.48 gal/ft3) 
   

STEP 2. DETERMINE TOTAL CREDITED DRC: If Method 2 resulted in a greater volume, enter 0 gal in Box B and proceed to Step 3.  If Method 1 resulted 

in a greater volume, Lessees may seek DRC credit for existing green infrastructure on the leasehold, provided that plans are submitted to preserve and 

maintain that infrastructure over the lease term. The plans must be stamped by a licensed Professional Engineer. In reviewing these plans, the 

maximum DRC credited by the District for existing infrastructure on the leasehold will be based on the following guidelines:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                     
 

 
 
 
Naturalized Preserve Areas include but are not limited to the following: unmowed grasslands; meadows; prairies; woodlands; forests; riparian environments; and 

surface waters including streams, rivers, lakes, reservoirs, detention basins, lagoons, and wetlands.  
 
Existing Green Infrastructure includes but is not limited to the Green Infrastructure technologies listed on the GI Table on page 2 and as further defined in the 

Watershed Management Ordinance and the Consent Decree. These areas must be maintained and appropriately managed by the lessee during the entire duration 

of the lease term. 
 
Open Space Areas include pervious land cover that is undeveloped (no significant built structures) and intended for recreation.  Open space may also include 

sidewalk, bike path, and nature or walking trail development less than or equal to fourteen feet in width. These areas must be maintained and appropriately 

managed by the lessee during the entire duration of the lease term.  
Preserve Enhancement Areas include hydrologic and hydraulic improvements to Naturalized Preserve Areas or Open Space Areas. These enhancements are not 

limited to the following: removing underdrain/field tile; planting deep-rooted native vegetation; and grading to create depressional storage areas.  A site grading 

drawing showing hydrologic/hydraulic improvements and/or detailed description of specific improvements and how the enhancement will benefit the naturalized 

preserve area must be submitted by the landscape architect, qualified wetland specialist, or a professional engineer for review and approval by the MWRD.  The 

Preserve Enhancement Area shall have a minimum plant density of 75% plant coverage and a minimum plant height of 1.5 feet. These areas must be maintained 

and appropriately managed by the lessee during the entire duration of the lease term.  
 

 

BOX A   Gross Required  
DRC (gal): 

 

Select larger volume 

Pervious Surfaces DRC (gal/acre) Acres Credited DRC (gal) 
Naturalized Preserve Areas 5000   Existing Green Infrastructure 5000 or PE calculated   Open Space Areas 4700   Preserve Enhancement Areas 5130    

 
BOX B  

 Total Credited  
DRC (gal): 
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